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Tongzhi, she skillfully out-maneuvered many 
rivals to rule China for a half-century.   Cixi 
was beautiful, charming, intelligent, ruthless 
… and a big eater.  Hundreds of exotic dishes 
were created especially for her. Many of those 
recipes remain on the menu at the place she 
would visit after strolling and boating in her 
royal gardens, the FangShan Restaurant. 

FangShan is located on Qionghua Island, 
in the lake at the center of the expansive garden 
complex now known as Beihai Park.  Antique 
chandeliers highlight the plush imperial-
style décor; the attractive hostesses dress are 
garbed as royal concubines. The extensive 
menu includes dishes such as Camel’s Paw in 
Green Chinese Scallion Sauce, Camel Stew, 
and Stewed Prawns with Sea Cucumber and 
Sharkskin. (For the not-so-adventurous, less 
exotic cuisine is available.) 

After dinner, hop a cab and hit the town.  
Urban nightlife in China has developed at 
a breakneck speed over the last decade, as 
young and affluent Chinese search for new 
ways to have fun and exhibit their wealth. The 
hottest venues draw as many locals as expats, 

and none would look out of place in New York, 
Tokyo or London.  

The popular Babyface nightclub chain 
recently opened its second Beijing branch. Its 
striking interior features bright tiles, glowing 
neon, wall mirrors, and sparkling ceiling 
beads. Foreign DJs regularly spin hip hop and 
house, and intimate private rooms provide an 
alternative to the tables fronting the dance 
floor. There’s an extensive cocktail menu. The 
local favorite? A bottle of Chivas with a side of 
ice and green tea. 

Suzie Wong’s nightclub is another potent 
place to see and be seen. As at Babyface, 
international DJs are a regular draw here. A 
recent dance floor expansion now offers locals 
and laowai more room to move and mingle.  
The rooftop terrace is the perfect place for a 
cocktail after an afternoon at the Olympics. 
There are also VIP booths for those want a 
more intimate spot to chat about new world 
records in a nearly-new Beijing.  HE

Dates 	 August 8-24

Official Theme One World, One Dream

Sports 	 28, including 

	 swimming, diving, 

	 gymnastics, equestrian, 

	 track and field, and 

	 table tennis 

Events 	 302 

New events 	 Nine, including 

	 marathon swimming 

	 and BMX bicycle racing 

Venues 	 Beijing, Qingdao, 

	 Shanghai, Qinhuangdao, 

	 Hong Kong, Tianjin, 

	 Shenyang

Tickets Hotel rooms and event tickets 

are in hot demand. Start by calling your 

travel agent. Also, check Olympic sales 

agents such as www.sportstraveler.

net or www.sinohotel.com. Be careful! 

Unscrupulous “agents” have been selling 

fake tickets.

Indonesia will send at least 24 

athletes to the Olympics to compete in 

events including weightlifting, archery, 

badminton, swimming and sailing. 

Related Events The Paralympic Games 

(September 6-17) showcases some of the 

world’s premiere disabled athletes.

THE NEW FACE
OF NIGHTLIFE
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